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No deal yet for 
convention centre 


O Signing deadline on the $159M project is Jan. 14 © Province, municipality are asked to kick in $57M each 



JENNIFER TAFLIN 

@METRONEWS.CA 


For three hours in secret, Halifax regional 
councillors debated their next move in ne¬ 
gotiations with the province on the pro¬ 
posed convention centre yesterday. 


“We continue to negotiate with the 
province to try to bring forward a comple¬ 
tion of the negotiations,” said Mayor Peter 
Kelly. 

Kelly said little else, as the details of the 
negotiations are being kept private. 

Council voted 22-2 in favour of the proj¬ 
ect earlier this month, but they decided 


their response to the province in a closed- 
door meeting. 

“When we deal with the HRM, when we 
deal with the mayor of the municipality, 
we want to be fair,” said Bill Estabrooks, 
minister of Transportation and Infrastruc¬ 
ture Renewal, yesterday. “We want to make 
sure he and the councillors are comfortable 


with what they’ve received. It can be 
achieved and it's going to be achieved.” 
Estabrooks said he is confident there will 
be a decision by deadline. 

“We’ve had the co-operation and we’re 
going to continue to have it and we’re go¬ 
ing to get a decision," he said. 

WITH FILES FROM ALEX BOUTILIER 



Anti-razor. Campaign 


► Staff and members of Parliament, who grew moustaches for the month of November, hold a large moustache on the steps of Parliament 
Hill in Ottawa yesterday. They raised $30,000 for prostate cancer research as part of the charitable phenomenon Movember, during which 
men across the globe tried their hand at some face furniture. ^ 
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Fall fashion statement meets its end 


Pat Burns 

Tragedy on 
top of loss 

O Burns’ cousin appeals for 
the return of items stolen out 
of the late NHL coach’s car 
hours after his funeral {page 7 } 


In hot water 
over WikiLeaks 

Ex-CSIS chief ‘in knots’ for 
comments WikiLeaks exposed 

{page 6} 


Continuing Education 

Part-time Evenings Weekends Online 

Register now for Winter 2011 


nscc 



Learning. Your way. 


nscc.ca/winterll 


























The Government of Canada is taking action for victims of crime. 

So can you. 

Find the information you need at: 

VictimsMatter.gc.ca 

1 800 O-Canada 
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Federal MPs 
have some 
harsh words for 
their 

colleagues’ 
Movember 
moustaches. 
More at 
metronews.ca 
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HRM staffers redraw lines of electoral districts 


Reshaping the 23 districts 
of HRM is a tough job. 

Yesterday staff presented 
their ideas on how to shift 
the boundaries of the dis¬ 
tricts so that the electorate 
is more evenly distributed. 

The proposal will be sent 
to the Nova Scotia Utility 
and Review Board, which 
has the final say on what 
the districts will look like 
and how many councillors 


are needed to run the mu¬ 
nicipality. 

“Spiyfield is a veiy de¬ 
fined community, and this 
is going right down the 
middle of it,” said Coun. 
Steve Adams. “It’s not fair 
to start incrementally mov¬ 
ing a community away.” 

Coun. Russell Walker 
pointed out a number of 
the new districts are over or 
under ideal variance of 10 


“My residents 
didn’t know they 
were moving to 
the peninsula.” 

FAIRVIEW-CLAYTON PARK COUN. 
RUSSELL WALKER 

per cent. 

Cathy Mellett, municipal 
clerk, said they had to leave 
some communities togeth¬ 
er, like Beaver Bank for ex¬ 


ample, and that skewed the 
numbers a little. 

The people of Cherry 
Brook won’t be happy with 
this proposal, pointed out 
Coun. Gloria McCluslcey. 
That community fought to 
be a part of Cole Harbour, 
but this proposal draws 
them out of Cole Harbour 
and back into Dartmouth. 

Cole Harbour Coun. 
Lorelei Nicoll said she 


agrees with this move be¬ 
cause otherwise a large part 
of Cole Harbour would be 
“lopped off.” 

But she said the people 
of Cheny Brook feel they’ve 
been “lacked around” and 
will fight this at the UARB 
hearing. 

Council must submit 
their proposal for district 
changes to the UARB by 
Dec. 31. • JENNIFER TAPLIN 


MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 
<& Sear...at GREAT Prices! 

HALIFAX 

FOLKLORE CENTRE 

1528 Brunswick St. 
422-6350 

Located just off Spring Garden Rd. 


www.halifaxfolklorecentre.com 


O Comprehensive review to follow 
legislative and regulatory changes 
to ‘minor’ car injuries last spring 


i ALEX 
i BOUTILIER 

@METRONEWS.CA 

The provincial government 
announced a large-scale re¬ 
view of Nova Scotia’s auto¬ 
motive insurance system 
yesterday. 

The review, which will be 
led by former finance 
deputy minister Ron L’Es- 
perance, is meant to ensure 
drivers in the province have 
access to appropriate cover¬ 
age for fair, affordable pre¬ 
miums. 

Finance Minister Graham 
Steele, who is responsible 
for the Insurance Act, said 
the impetus behind the re¬ 
view is the act’s age, not any 
specific problems. 

“It’s been literally 
decades since the (Automo¬ 
tive Insurance Act) was 
looked at,” said Steele. 

“There are some things 
that are clearly out of date. 


NDP legacy 

The review follows 
legislative and regulatory 
changes to the industry 
last spring, when the NDP 
raised the cap on “minor” 
car accident injuries from 
$2,500 to $7,500. 


... It’s time to look at it again. 
And if eveiything is OK, 
then we’ll leave it alone.” 

The exact scope of the re¬ 
view has yet to be decided, 
pending a study of the in¬ 
dustry and consultations 
with the public. But Steele 
said the review would look 
at the entire automotive in¬ 
surance industry in the 
province. 

“Eveiything is on the 
table as long as it meets the 
test of fairness, affordability 
and stability. Really we’ll 
look at anything.” 


Auto insurance law 
to go in for checkup 
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Dartmouth. Accident 


► A woman jogs past a car that lost control and drove into the walking path at Lake Banook in Dartmouth yesterday. 


DARRELL OAKE/FOR METRO 


Nobody hurt when car mounts curb 

Halifax Regional Police say the accident involved an elderly female driver and took place after the brakes went 
in the car, resulting in the vehicle going across an intersection and into the walking path. No one was injured. 


New rules for 
organ donors 

O Organ donors to be assessed prior to approaching family O Common-law 
partners recognized as substitute decision makers under new legislation 


The province introduced 
legislation yesterday aimed 
at strengthening the wish¬ 
es of organ donors’ upon 
their death. 

The Human Organ and 
Tissue Donation Act, tabled 
yesterday on behalf of 
Health Minister Maureen 
MacDonald, would increase 
the amount of information 
given to Nova Scotians con¬ 
sidering organ donation. 

The hope is that, by pro¬ 
viding all relevant details, 
there will be no ambiguity 
as to what a donor is sign¬ 
ing up for. 

“The new law strength- 


RYAN TAPLIN/METRO 



ens the indication on the 
health card that, by indicat¬ 
ing you’re a donor, that 
wish should be respected; 
that the autonomy of that 
individual making that de¬ 
cision should be respect¬ 
ed,” said Dean Hirtle, 
director of legislative policy 
with the Department of 
Health. 

In April, MacDonald re¬ 
vealed that even though an 
individual signs a donor 
card indicating its wishes, 
health officials have been 
asking family for consent 
after the individual’s death. 
In some cases, officials did 


A deputy sheriff accused of 
trying to smuggle drugs in¬ 
to the Central Nova Correc¬ 
tional Facility in Burnside is 
going to trial. 

Defence lawyer Pat 
Atherton confirmed his 
client Tyrone David con- 


114 

The number of Nova 
Scotians currently on a 
waiting list for an 
organ transplant. Last 
year, there were only 
15 organ donors in 
Nova Scotia. 

not broach the subject, for 
fear of further upsetting a 
family already in distress. 

“Right now the legisla¬ 
tion prohibits the overrid¬ 
ing of a person’s wish by 
family, yet we do that all 


sented to be committed to 
stand trial this week as a 
preliminaiy hearing into 
his case was still ongoing. 

David will appear in 
court Jan. 13 at Supreme 
Court in Halifax to set a 
date for trial. David, 41, was 


the time if family really ob¬ 
ject,” MacDonald said back 
in April. 

But the new law would 
go a step further than sim¬ 
ply respecting registered 
donors’ wishes. 

All candidates deemed 
medically suitable for dona¬ 
tion, whether or not they 
signed up for donation, will 
be referred for an assess¬ 
ment by doctors. 

Following a positive re¬ 
ferral, doctors would then 
discuss the possibility of 
donation with the family 
and decision makers. 
Oalexboutilier 


a provincial deputy sheriff 
in October 2009 when he 
was arrested after an al¬ 
leged drug transaction. He’s 
facing 20 charges in total, 
including trafficking and 
bribeiy of an officer. 

O PHILIP CROUCHER 


Deputy sheriff to go on trial 


MACLEAN’S MAGAZINE 

Crosby 
named top 
newsmaker 

Maclean’s magazine has 
chosen Cole Harbour’s 
Sidney Crosby as 
its newsmaker 
of the year. 

Maclean’s 
says the 23-year- 
old forward with 
the Pittsburgh 
Penguins was 
chosen for his 
gold medal-win¬ 
ning goal against 
the U.S. at the 
2010 Vancouver 


Winter Olympic Games. 

The national 
magazine says Crosby’s 
overtime goal was on a 
“higher plane” than the 
wars, natural disasters 
and political upheavals 
of 2010. 

Maclean’s says the 
goal united Canadians 
and dwarfed 
Crosby’s other 
achievements, 
which include a 
Stanley Cup and 
a host of person¬ 
al awards. 

Crosby leads 
all players in vot¬ 
ing for the NHL 
all-star game to 
be played Jan. 30. 

TUF T AlVTAnTAKT PRESS 



Picnicface 
inks TV deal 


Halifax comedy darlings 
Picnicface have inked at 
13-episode deal with The 
Comedy Network. 

The half-hour sketch 
comedy series produced 
by Kids in the Hall alum¬ 
nus Mark MacKinney will 
begin shooting in Halifax 
this spring. 

“Irreverent and incredi¬ 
bly hilarious, we’re 
preparing to unleash the 
international Haligonian 
Internet phenomenon, 
Picnicface, on our view¬ 
ers,” said Millan Curry- 
Sharpies, Comedy 

Network vice-president, in 
a release. 

The eight-person sketch 
troupe, which has been 
performing in Halifax for 


Funny eight 

► Picnicface is comprised of 
Evany Rosen, Kyle Dooley, 
Cheryl Hann, Mark Little, 
Brian MacQuarrie, Andrew 
Bush, Scott Vrooman and 
Bill Wood. 

four years, has been called 
“distressingly good” by 
Dave Foley, another Kids 
in the Hall alum. 

Picnicface garnered in¬ 
ternational attention — 
not to mention 21-million 
YouTube hits and the ap¬ 
proval of Will Ferrell — 
with their short “Pow- 
erthirst.” 

Oalexboutilier 


Park 

vandals 

wanted 

Parks Canada is asking for 
the public’s help after van¬ 
dals struck the popular Ke- 
jimkujilc national park two 
weeks ago. 

On Nov. 14 or 15, Parks 
Canada says a group of peo¬ 
ple vandalized a picnic 
shelter area. As well, Parks 
Canada says a porcupine 
was illegally hunted and 
killed, ometro 


Hanukkah 

starts 

tonight 

Grand Parade Square will 
be home to the lighting of 
the first candle for the 
Menorah tonight as HRM 
celebrates the start of 
Hanukkah. 

Mayor Peter Kelly will 
be on hand for the 6 p.m. 
event, along with 
members of Halifax 
regional council. 

Ometro 


News in brief 


Urban farm 
open house 

QEII SITE. Capital Health 
will be holding an open 
house tonight to share re¬ 
sults of a recent public 
meeting exploring the 


idea of an urban farm on 
the land of the former 
Queen Elizabeth High 
School. The meeting runs 
from 5 to 7 p.m. at the 
Royal Bank Theatre at the 
Halifax Infirmaiy site of 
the QEII Health Sciences 
Centre. Demolition of the 
school building, which 
has sat vacant since 2007, 
is scheduled to begin in 
December, ©metro 
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NDP seeking 
tighter rules 
for lobbyists 


O Those paid to encourage public to contact MLAs 
would have to register, disclose publicly O Proposed 
lobbying changes would ban performance-based fees 


The NDP proposed legisla¬ 
tion yesterday which would 
require “grassroots com¬ 
municators” to register as 
lobbyists. 

If accepted, the amend¬ 
ments to the lobbying act 
announced yesterday by 
Service Nova Scotia Minis¬ 
ter Ramona Jennex would 
require individuals, groups 
or companies who encour¬ 
age the public to communi¬ 
cate directly with public 
office holders would have 
to register with the 
province. 

In other words, if a com¬ 
pany was paid to encourage 
the public to write or call 
MLAs on an issue, that 



company would have to 
disclose that publicly and 
register with the province. 

“The idea is to make (the 
efforts of those groups) 
more open and transpar¬ 
ent,” said Hayley Clarke, 
the province’s registrar of 


lobbyists. 

Clarke could not point 
to a specific example of 
“grassroots communica¬ 
tions” in Nova Scotia, but 
she said it’s becoming a 
problem in North America. 

“We’ve all seen media 
campaigns generally saying 
‘write your MLA,’ ‘contact 
your government about 
this issue.’” She said. “And 
sometimes ... it’s done to 
targeted special interest 
groups, so the public may 
not be aware of it.” 

The amendments would 
only target individuals or 
organizations that are paid 
to lobby, not private citi¬ 
zens. O ALEX BOUTILIER 



£*#■ Z - > 

f ml 


F p- r 

m2m^ jrw - 

► Firefighters speak to a woman outside of Main Street Automotive in Dartmouth 
after a small fire broke out in one of the service bays yesterday morning. 


DARRELL OAKE/FOR METRO 

Auto shop fire investigated 


The fire was quickly controlled, and a 40-year-old man was checked for smoke 
inhalation. The cause of the blaze was being investigated yesterday. 


Ottawa floats $51M 
in cash for ferries 


Ottawa is proposing mil¬ 
lions of dollars in help to 
three ferry services in the 
Maritimes. 

Rodney Weston, Conser¬ 
vative MP for Saint John, 
said yesterday the federal 
government is offering $51 
million over three years to 
ferries operating in the 
three provinces. 

The services involve 
routes between Digby, 
N.S., and Saint John, N.B.; 
Wood Islands, P.E.I., and 
Caribou, N.S.; and between 
P.E.I. and Iles-de-la- 
Madeleine. 

Weston said the $51 


MI’KMAQ PAY REVIEW 

Call wasn't 
appropriate, 
says Smith 

A Nova Scotia aboriginal 
who called for a review 
into the salaries of the 
chief and councillors of 
a tiny Mi’kmaq commu¬ 
nity says the leader act¬ 
ed improperly by 
telephoning his employ¬ 
er to complain about 
him. 

Shirley Clarke, the 
chief of Glooscap First 
Nation, phoned an offi¬ 
cial at the National Cen- 


Above water 


► Weston said the three-year 
funding deal would keep 
the ferries afloat until at 
least March 2014. 

million is in addition to 
$32 million already ear¬ 
marked in the 2010 budget 
for the three services. 

He said the federal gov¬ 
ernment is in talks with 
the three provinces about 
their contributions, and 
that “we anticipate this 
ferry service will contin¬ 
ue.” THE CANADIAN PRESS 


tre for First Nations Gov¬ 
ernance, a non-profit 
agency that employs Bri¬ 
an Smith as the director 
of operations. 

Smith said the call oc¬ 
curred after he started 
working on a petition 
calling for a review of 
Clarke’s pay and the 
salaries of other council¬ 
lors on the reserve near 
Hantsport, N.S. 

“I don’t think it’s ap¬ 
propriate,” he said. “I 
find it ironic that the 
chief of a community 
that’s been highlighted 
in this public release of 
salaries is contacting the 
national governance 
centre.” the Canadian press 


Help us explore pathways to diabetes management 

DO YOU HAVE TYPE 2 DIABETES? 

We are enrolling adult volunteers now 


If you have type 2 diabetes, find out if you qualify for a clinical research 
study of an investigational oral diabetes medication. 

You may be eligible if: 

• You are 18 years of age or older 

• You are being treated with metformin and a sulfonylurea 
(such as Glimpiride, Glipizide or Glybruide) 

AND 

• Your blood sugar is not well-controlled 

If eligible to participate, you will be seen by a study doctor for study-related 
testing and receive medication at no cost. If enrolled, you may be reimbursed 
for parking and travel expenses. 


Please call our Halifax/Dartmouth office at 

1-877-34-STUDY (1-877-347-8839) 

sgarland@aimhealthgroup.com 


Thank you. Volunteers are 
critical to diabetes research. 


i Pharmaceutical 
Integrated Research 
f Corporation 
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Ex-CSIS boss 
under fire from 
opposition MPs 


O Comments by Jim Judd were revealed by WikiLeaks 
O He should uphold law, say Liberals and NDP 


WIKI 
LEAKS 

Opposition MPs took a for¬ 
mer spy chief to task yes¬ 
terday for complaining 
that demands from the 
courts have hamstrung 
CSIS in a world where 
Canadians see security is¬ 
sues through rose- 
coloured glasses. 

“It's inappropriate,” said 
NDP public safety critic 
Don Davies, who called re¬ 
marks by former Canadian 
Security Intelligence Serv¬ 
ice director Jim Judd de¬ 
meaning and offensive. 

Putting aside rights and 
freedoms in the name of 


fighting terrorism is dan¬ 
gerous, said Liberal public 
safety critic Mark Holland. 

The MPs criticized July 
2008 comments made by 
then-CSIS director Judd in 
a confidential Ottawa 
meeting with a senior U.S. 
official. He said judges had 
tied CSIS “in knots,” mak¬ 
ing it ever more difficult to 
detect and prevent terror 
attacks in Canada and 
abroad. 

The cable was obtained 
by whistleblower Wik¬ 
iLeaks and posted online 
Monday by the New York 
Times. 

WikiLeaks says there 
will be as many as 2,648 
documents mentioning 
Canada, the Canadian press 


The latest 

The State Department has 
disconnected access to its 
files from the U.S. govern¬ 
ment’s classified computer 
network. 

► Julian Assange 
Interpol has placed the 
WikiLeaks founder on its 
most-wanted list after 
Sweden issued an arrest 
warrant over a drawn-out 
rape investigation. 

► Benjamin Netanyahu 
WikiLeaks says a 2009 
memo shows the Israeli 
prime minister was willing 
to cede West Bank land 
and territory in Israel itself 
for peace with Palestine. 
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George Pothitos, Artistic Director 


Laura Caswell as the Wicked Witch and Blair Irwin as Dorothy 
Photo by Applehead Studio 
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Speaking up about Al DS 

More than 80 iconic landmarks across 13 countries 
are turning red to help promote awareness of the 
fight against the AIDS epidemic on World AIDS Day. 


Gunman 
dies after 
school 
standoff 


A 15-year-old who held 
about two dozen students 
and a teacher hostage for 
several hours in a 
classroom at a Wisconsin 
high school died yesterday 
at a hospital from a self-in¬ 
flicted gunshot wound, au¬ 
thorities said. 

Sophomore Samuel 
Hengel shot himself after 
police stormed a 
classroom at Marinette 
High School on Monday 
night. Hengel had been 
holding most of the 
students and their social 
studies teacher hostage for 
several hours. No one else 
was wounded. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Police said the suspect 
fired three shots 
immediately before 
they entered the 
room, but did not aim 
at any students. 


Can two Koreas meet? 

AHN YOUNG-JOON/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



A top South Korean official 
dismisses China's nuclear 
negotiator as “incompe¬ 
tent.” A Chinese envoy 
mocks North Korea as a 
“spoiled child.” 

After a major escalation 
of sporadic skirmishes be¬ 
tween the rival Koreas, an 
international effort is try¬ 
ing to rein in rising ten¬ 
sions. But U.S. diplomatic 
memos leaked this week 
call into question whether 
regional powers — most 
notably China — have any 
insight into or influence 
over enigmatic and defiant 
North Korea. 

South Korea’s military 
drill last week from an is¬ 
land along a disputed mar¬ 
itime border sparked a 
North Korean artillery at¬ 
tack that killed four South 


Koreans and wounded 18 
others. 

China is pressing for an 
emergency meeting in the 
coming days to discuss the 
attack and ways to defuse 
tensions, saying the ses¬ 
sion should be convened 


by the two Koreas, China, 
Russia, Japan and the U.S. 

Consensus may be hard 
to reach, if secret U.S. 
diplomatic cables posted 
online by the website Wik¬ 
iLeaks are any indication. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Grandma charged 
after toddler dies 


A Virginia grandmother 
threw her two-year-old 
granddaughter several sto¬ 
ries to her death from a 
walkway at a shopping 
mall, police alleged yester¬ 
day. 

Carmela Dela Rosa, 50, of 
Fairfax was arrested and 
charged with murder. 


The child, Angelyn Og- 
doc, died in a hospital after 
plunging to the pavement 
Monday night. She fell from 
a walkway linking the 
mall’s third floor to the 
parking garage’s sixth floor. 
The toddler and Dela Rosa 
were leaving the mall with 
family, the associated press 


James to 
make bid 
for bail 

Disgraced former junior 
hockey coach Graham 
James is expected to ask to 
be released from custody 
today. The Crown will op¬ 
pose his bid. 

James is facing nine sex- 
related charges involving 
three boys. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Bums’ cousin 
makes appeal 
for items’ return 

O Stolen goods include 30 jerseys signed by NHL 
players, iPad, and suitcases of hockey coach’s clothes 


Pat Burns had barely been 
laid to rest when thieves 
smashed into his car and 
stole some of his family’s 
most cherished posses¬ 
sions. 

The hockey coach’s 
widow discovered items 
including signed hockey 
jerseys from every NHL 
team, family photos, and 
a designer men’s watch 
were missing from the 
ransacked car. 

Even bedsheets from 
a hospital’s palliative- 
care unit were missing 
in the theft, committed 
just hours after Burns’ 
funeral on Monday. He 
died Nov. 19 after a long 
battle with cancer. 

Burns’ cousin Robin, 



who delivered a eulogy at 
the funeral, called the 
crime “deplorable.” 

Robin Burns said the 


late coach’s wife had 
already had a tough day 
“then to have personal 
effects taken out of your 
car when you’re at the 
post-funeral reception is 
absolutely deplorable.” 

He pleaded with the 
thieves, if they have “any 
type of conscience,” to 
drop the items off with 
a TV or radio station or 
with anyone who knows 
Burns — and no questions 
will be asked. 

Burns was an award¬ 
winning coach who served 
behind the bench for 
the Montreal Canadiens, 
Toronto Maple Leafs, 
Boston Bruins and New 
Jersey Devils. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 



All Holiday Blouses 




starting at 


All Ladies' Outerwear 


50 


OFF reg prices 


From now until Christmas 


NO TAX 


on regular priced merchandise 


' i ne exceptions apply. Excludes non-seasonal basics. 
We v. i leduct the equivalent of the HST off the regular price 
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Sunnyside Mall, Bedford, NS 902 • 835 • 7221 
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While Comwave strives for accuracy In our advertising, Comwave reserves the right to correct any error In pricing or 
Information at any time. Rate guarantee Is based on competitors lowest advertised rate for like services. Comwave 
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Inaccurate billing criteria. The Comwave Call over 30 Countries for 1.9 cents does not Include calls to overseas mobile ^ 
phones and it has a monthly fee of $1.95. Calls to Argentina on this bundle are to Buenos Aires. Calls to Brazil on this r 
bundle are to Rio De Janeiro and Sao Paolo. Calls to Mexico on this bundle are to Mexico city and Monterey. Calls to ' 
Russia on this bundle are to Moscow and St. Petersburg, calls to Overseas Mobile Phones may be billed at a higher 
§ rate. All Unlimited Plans do not include calls to the Yukon, Nunavut N.W.T., Alaska and Hawaii Terms and conditions , 
www.comwave.ca for details 


Comwave Is Knocking Out 
The Competition With 

NEW LOWER RATES 


Make Long Distance and Overseas 
Calls From your 

Home or Cell Phone 

AtourGUARANTEED LOWEST RATES! 





















































ADVERTORIAL 


Look forward 
to the retirement 
you want by 
planning 
ahead now. 



By Victor Dodig 

Executive Vice-President 
CIBC 


Not everyone shares the 
same idea of the perfect 
retirement, but all Cana¬ 
dians can work towards 
realizing their individual 
goals - enjoying more free 
time, less pressure, maybe 
even that favourite hob¬ 
by - with smart planning 
and professional advice. 
So what can you do today 
to plan for the retirement 
you want tomorrow? 
Starting a retirement plan 
can be as simple as talk¬ 
ing to an advisor. Planning 
your future takes a lot 
less time than you might 
think. An advisor can help 
take the pressure out of 
planning and make sense 
of the numerous savings 
and investment options 
available to you. 

To build a retirement plan, 
you need to have a clear 
idea of your goals. Then, 
an advisor can help you as¬ 
sess where you now stand 
financially, calculate how 
much money you will need 
to support your chosen re¬ 
tirement lifestyle and de¬ 
termine what sources that 
income will come from, 
which could include: a 
pension, Registered Re¬ 
tirement Savings Plan 
(RRSP), Tax-Free Savings 
Account (TFSA), or non- 
registered investments. 
An advisor can also dis¬ 
cuss other important con¬ 
siderations such as infla¬ 
tion and healthcare costs. 
Everyone has a different 
time schedule for retire¬ 
ment and an advisor can 


help you determine your 
appropriate investment 
mix including savings ac¬ 
counts, GICs, mutual 
funds, managed portfo¬ 
lios or brokerage solu¬ 
tions. Since your plan is a 
long-term one, it's essen¬ 
tial that you consider the 
long-term return poten¬ 
tial and level of risk of any 
investment before add¬ 
ing it to your retirement 
portfolio. 

One of the easiest 
ways to make saving 
for retirement a priority 
is to set up a regular 
investment plan. 

As smaller contribu¬ 
tions are often easier to 
make on an ongoing ba¬ 
sis, a regular investment 
plan starts to work for 
you right away by mov¬ 
ing you closer towards 
your goals with each 
contribution while com¬ 
pounding interest, divi¬ 
dends or investment 
growth. 

Most importantly, if you 
haven't already, start plan¬ 
ning today. Get help from 
an advisor to prepare a 
retirement plan, put it 
into action and review it 
regularly to ensure you 
stay on track. The more 
time your investments 
have to grow, the greater 
your returns will be. Suc¬ 
cessful retirement plan¬ 
ning means being realistic 
about what you need to 
do today to reach those 
goals tomorrow. 


SWITCH and discover you don't need an investment 
portfolio to get PERSONALIZED retirement advice. 


At CIBC, we believe that financial advice for today's needs or retirement goals should be available and accessible to everyone. And 
that making investment decisions doesn't have to be difficult or take a lot of time. A CIBC advisor will work with you to provide 
personalized retirement advice and help you select the right investment solutions to meet your goals. 


It's worth a talk. 


Speak to a CIBC advisor about the advantages of switching to CIBC. 
Visit any branch, go to cibc.com/switchsavingmadeeasier 
or call 1866 712-0999. 


CIBC 


For what matters. 


\ 


"It's worth a talk." and "CIBC For what matters." are TMs of CIBC. 
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Debt rising 
but at slower 
pace: Report 

O Auto loans number 1 source of 
personal debt after mortgages 


Canadians continue to 
rack up more debt, but the 
speed at which they are 
piling it on is beginning to 
slow, the TransUnion cred¬ 
it agency reported Tues¬ 
day. 

The average debt for 
about 24.8 million Canadi¬ 
ans tracked by the report, 
which excludes mort¬ 
gages, rose to $25,163 — 
up 4.3 per cent in the third 
quarter compared with a 
year ago. 

However, despite the in¬ 


crease in the amount of 
debt, TransUnion said 
Canadians seem to be 
managing their debts bet¬ 
ter than they were, with 
delinquency rates and 
past-due balances drop¬ 
ping across the country. 

The national credit card 
delinquency rate was 
down nearly 10 per cent in 
the third quarter of this 
year compared with a year 
ago when the Canadian 
economy was just begin¬ 
ning to recover from a ma¬ 


jor recession. 

“There continue to be 
positive signs in the credit 
market as Canadians slow¬ 
ly manage out of the reces¬ 
sion,” said Thomas 
Higgins, TransUnion’s vice- 
president of analytics. 

Bank of Canada gover¬ 
nor Mark Carney has 
voiced concerns, however, 
about the ability of bor¬ 
rowers to meet their pay¬ 
ments once interest rates 
begin rising again. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Debt sources 

Canadian average credit 
card debt increased to 
$3,709 from the previous 
quarter’s $ 3 , 614 , but fell 
1.7 per cent compared 
with a year ago. 

► Average auto loan debt 
increased to $16,183 from 
the previous quarter's 
$15,135, and up 9.8 per 
cent from a year ago. 



Teen Choice Awards in August 2010 . 






Sisters. Hangup 


FILE PHOTO/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE 


Kardashian Kard cancelled 


The Kardashian sisters are seeking to cut ties with a 
venture that sold prepaid debit cards under their 
name after coming under attack for the card’s high 
fees. The controversial prepaid debit card promoted 
by the celebrity socialite sisters was taken off the 
market yesterday. 


European 
watchdog 
sniffing out 
Google 


The European Union’s 
competition watchdog will 
investigate whether 
Google Inc. has abused its 
dominant position in the 
online search market — 
the first major probe into 


the online giant’s business 
practices. 

The formal investiga¬ 
tion announced yesterday 
follows complaints from 
rival search engines that 
Google put them at a dis¬ 
advantage in both its regu¬ 
lar and sponsored search 
results, by listing links to 
their sites below refer¬ 
ences to its own services in 
an attempt to shut them 
out of the market. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Market 

moment 


Dollar 


t * 


+ 57.23 
(12,952.88) 


- 0.76C 
(97.41C US) 


Oil 


* 


- $1.62 US 
($84.11 US) 


Natural gas 
1,000 cu ft 


Gold 
contracts 
$1,385.00 
(+ $19.00) 


Google searched 


The investigation does not 
yet imply any wrongdoing 
by Google. 

► The anti-trust watchdog 
will be launching an in- 
depth examination into any 
wrongdoing, however. 


NED muni 

✓ No credit checks 

✓ Fast approvals 


And get cash now!! 

www.mynextpqy.com 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1 


TODAY ONLY! 



70% OFF 


$ 17.88 

REG. $59.99 

CUISINART 8" and 10" non-stick 
twin pack frying pan set 


SAVE $150 + $50 REBATE 

After 
mail-in 
or online 
rebate. 

BEFORE REBATE $299.99 REG. $449.99 

KITCHENAID Artisan stand mixer 

17 colours to choose from. White, red, black and metallic available in 
our stores. Other colours available by special order. Limit 2 per customer. 



THERE’S A MITTEN FOR EVERY HELPING HAND 

Three dollars from every pair of Red Mittens sold goes directly to the Canadian 
Olympic Foundation, helping our athletes to achieve their Olympic dreams. 

Pick up a pair for only $10. 





Be the first to know about our one-day offers. Sign up at thebay.com for e-mail updates 
or text THEBAY to 288288 to get mobile alerts. Standard message and data rates may apply. 

twitter.com/thehudsonsbayco 



Shop early. Don’t be disappointed. No rain checks and no price adjustments. Offers available while quantities last Selection will vary by store. 
Cannot be combined with any Other offers. Savings are off our regular prices, unless otherwise specified. See in-store for details. 
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LEAKS ON LY A LITTLE DRIP OF N EW NEWS 



Just sayin’ 


PAUL 

SULLIVAN 


Monday was supposed to 
be a day of Earth-shattering 
revelations after WikiLeaks 
released 250,000 diplomat¬ 
ic cables, most of them not- 
so-diplomatic observations 
of U.S. diplomats around 
the world. 

I ’m not sure what I was wait¬ 
ing for, but so far, in the im¬ 
mortal words of Yogi Berra, 
it’s deja vu all over again. 
Russian Prime Minister 
Vladimir Putin is an “alpha dog” 
and his hand-picked President 
Dimitri Medvedev “plays Robin to 
Putin’s Batman.” As if we didn’t 
know who was really in charge 
all along, and as if Putin really 
cares who knows. 

There’s Robert Mugabe, the 
nasty old president of Zimbabwe. 
Turns out he thinks his 18 doctor¬ 


ates give him licence to suspend 
the laws of economics, in particu¬ 
lar supply and demand. We’ve 
been watching Zimbabwe unrav¬ 
el for years under Mugabe’s dik¬ 
tats. What I really want to know 
is how many of his 
doctorates came off 
the back of a book 
of matches. 

Then there’s Ger¬ 
man Chancellor An¬ 
gela Merkel, who is 
“risk-averse and 
rarely creative,” 
which is diplomatic 
language for “bor¬ 
ing.” Oh, really? Old news. 

If you’re looking for exciting, 
you have to go to Italian Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi, a 
renowned scalliwag. Diplomats 
report that he likes to host “bun- 
ga bunga” parties, whatever they 
are. Anything called “bunga bun¬ 


ga” is not boring. But we already 
know Berlusconi is anything but 
boring. Corrupt and creepy 
maybe, but never boring. 

Speaking of corrupt and 
creepy, we have Ahmed Wali 

Karzai, brother of 
Afghan President 
Hamid Karzai, and 
Libya’s Moammar 
Gadhafi, in that or¬ 
der. Karzai, 
Afghanistan’s fore¬ 
most fixer, is paint¬ 
ed as “widely 
understood to be 
corrupt and a nar¬ 
cotics trafficker,” but the go-to 
guy when you want to get some¬ 
thing done in Absurdistan. As for 
Gadhafi, he never goes anywhere 
without his “voluptuous” Ukrain¬ 
ian nurse. Any of this surprise 
you yet? 

My favourite? French President 


Nicolas Sarkozy is “an emperor 
with no clothes.” Aren’t they all? 

In leak after leak, suspicions 
are confirmed, worst fears 
realized, faith in human nature 
disappointed. But what’s missing, 
with one notable exception, is 
any reason for optimism. That 
one exception? China has come 
to realize that its long-term ally, 
Kim Jong II of North Korea, acts 
like a spoiled child. We already 
knew that anyone who spends 
more than half a million bucks a 
year on cognac while the average 
North Korean makes $1,000 a 
year is spoiled, to say the least. 
Now China finally gets it. 

Hey, you take what you can 
get. 


Read more of 

Paul Sullivan’s columns at 

metronews.ca/justsaying 


“If you’re looking 
for exciting, you 
have to go to 
Italian Prime 
Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi...” 




WHAT FOLLOWS 
MOVEMBtR? 


MOVEMKR RASHCEMPtR 
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Pour your pooch a pint 



Worth 

mentioning 


They say dogs are man’s 
best friend. Now that 
friend can share a cold one 
with you. At least four 
companies worldwide sell 
specially designed non-al¬ 
coholic, beef-flavoured and 
non-carbonated beer for 
your canine companion. 

Kwispelbier is a beer for 
dogs created by Arjan 
Berendsen, a pet shop 
owner in the Dutch town 
of Zelhem. The company 
even sells matching beer 
glasses, allowing dogs to 
drink their brew in style. 
The beer is sold in 
Belgium, Norway, England 
and Germany. 

Down Under, Australian 
pet boutique Paws Point 
even created a cheeky 


YouTube video advertising 
its Dog Beer. 

“Dogs love human beer 
but it is really unhealthy 
for them so after a lot of 
research we developed 
(Dog Beer), which is safe 
for them to drink,” it says 
on its website. 

Stateside, Napa Valley- 
based Dog Star Brewing 
Company sells Happy Tail 
Ale brewed in copper ket¬ 


tles and made with malted 
barley and beef drippings. 
Its beer is fortified with 
glucosamine and vitamin 
E to promote healthy 
joints and a shiny coat. 

The company no longer 
brews the beer, leaving 
WeFulfillIt.com, an online 
distribution company, to 
sell Dog Star’s remaining 
inventoiy. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


What’s your 
favourite 

Christmas tradition? 

Email 

halifaxletters 

@metronews.ca 

Twitter 

@metrohalifax 

Metro has the right to edit 
letters and submissions. 


Metro Minute with 
AIDS awareness 


There are several events 
taking place across the 
province today to recog¬ 
nize World AIDS Day, in¬ 
cluding a handful in 
Halifax this evening. 

There will be a free 
cabaret style event from 4 
to 6:30 p.m. at the Italian 
Cultural Centre at 2629 
Agricola St. for World AIDS 
Day. 

The event will include 


speeches and musical per¬ 
formances from the likes 
of Faith Nolan, Constantly 
Misjudged, El Jones and 
IzReal. 

Also tonight, a candle¬ 
light vigil honouring those 
who have lost their lives to 
HIV-AIDS will take place at 
the Olympic Community 
Centre at 2304 Hunter St. 
beginning at 7:30 p.m. 

O metro 



► Halifax will recognize World AIDS Day today 
with a handful of events. 


December 
































Kid Rock bashes ticket brokers 
who buy low, sell high; says 
scalpers are driving up prices 
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Growing up in 

Lewis’ Narnia 


iSTEVE 

|gow 

SCENE@METRONEWS.CA 

The third big-screen adap¬ 
tation of C.S. Lewis’ classic 
The Chronicles of Narnia 
will hit theatres soon and 
no one could be more ex¬ 
cited than the franchise’s 
star, Georgie Henley. 

“I love the Voyage of 
the Dawn Treader,” said 
the 15-year-old actress 
(who plays Lucy Pevensie) 


of her favourite book in 
the Narnia series. “I love 
the idea of hopping from 
one island to another and 
kind of experiencing new 
things. I think it’s excit¬ 
ing, very dynamic — it 
makes a really good film.” 

Lucy Pevensie has come 
a long way since she dis¬ 
covered the fantastical 
world of Narnia in 2005’s 
The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe. Cast at age 
seven, Henley now plays a 


more complex teenager 
that returns to Narnia on a 
desperate mission aboard 
King Caspian’s regal 
schooner, the Dawn Tread¬ 
er. 

“(Voyage) shows that 
Lucy is absolutely human, 
which is probably good,” 
said Henley. “When you 
become a teenager, people 
see a different side to your 
nature and see maybe a 
slightly darker side to you, 
a side you don’t want peo¬ 


ple looking at — I think 
we see that in Lucy slight¬ 
ly. It was my job to make 
sure plenty of teenaged 
girls could relate to the is¬ 
sues that she’s going 
through.” 

Admittedly nervous 
about returning to the 
world of Narnia for a third 
time, Henley was soon re¬ 
lieved and comforted to 
be around the familiarity 
of the cast and crew — not 
to mention the incredibly 


imaginative creatures that 
make up C.S. Lewis’ mas- 
terwork. 

“The animation on 
Reepicheep (a swashbuck¬ 
ling mouse voiced by Si¬ 
mon Pegg) in this film is 
just terrific,” said Henley 
when asked of her 
favourite character. “He’s 
so cute and funny but still 
got that braveiy kind of el¬ 
ement about him — peo¬ 
ple have got a lot to look 
forward to.” 


O The youngest of the Pevensie clan enters her teen years in the third installment in The 
Chronicles of Narnia franchise © Actress Georgie Henley relished the challenge to show 
different sides to Lucy, a role the 15-year-old has been playing since she was seven 


James Franco’s 
survival stoiy 127 
Hours, Natalie Port- 
man’s ballet drama 
Black Swan and Ben 
Stiller’s dark 
romance Greenberg 
are among best-pic¬ 
ture nominees for 
the Spirit Awards ho¬ 
nouring independent 
film. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


News in brief 


YOU COULD WIN 

DAIS' AYKROYD JUSTIV TImITERIVLKf 

-Yogi - Boo Boo 


life's a pW-a-nic. 



A FAMILY PASS FOR FOUR TO THE 
SPECIAL ADVANCE SCREENING OF 

YOGI BEAR 

DECEMBER 17 90 IN SELECT THEATRES 

To register and for full contest details visit clubmetro.com 
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forsports. 


CLEVE'S 


THURSDAY DEC. 2 
and FRIDAY DEC. 3 

OPEN TIL 11 PM 


We pay the tax on 
AU your favorite 
sportings goods! 


-Ay y ^Ay -Ay 

M M M W W 

Spring Garden Rd Bayer’s Lake Colby Village Sackville Burnside 

420-1649 450-5353 434-0022 865-7183 468-3838 

Quantities may be limited. Offer not applicable to layaways, 
special orders, services, team sales, & gift cards. Not in conjunction with 
any other special discount/coupon. Sorry, no holds. 


Diaz should drop 
A-Rod, expert says 


O Actress and Yankees slugger reportedly back 
together O Athlete’s history not a good indicator 


While Cameron Diaz and 
Alex Rodriguez have 
reportedly rekindled their 
romance, sources claim 
the relationship can’t last, 
given the Yankee slugger’s 
history. 

“A-Rod is just like Tiger 
(Woods), Tony Parker and 
all those athletes who 
have women in abundance 
and they can’t resist sam¬ 
pling all the goods,” rela¬ 
tionship expert Cooper 
Lawrence tells Us Weekly. 
“When you date A-Rod, 
you have to know what 
you are getting into or else 
you’re an idiot. He isn’t 
long-term material, he is 
arm candy for holiday par¬ 
ties.” 

Rodriguez was married 
from 2002 to 2008 but his 
wife filed for divorce after 
media reports of his 
infidelity surfaced. 

© METRO 



Celebrity tweets 

Paris 
Hilton 

[riDParis 
Hilton] 

Went to 
some magic 
and practical joke stores 
today. Bought so many fun¬ 
ny pranks. I'm a total kid at 
heart:) 




Kylie 

Mino- 

gue 

[rS) kylie 
minogue] 

Relax 


peeps, EVERYONE has to 
mime at the Macy's 
Thanksgiving Day Parade!! 


Aguilera 
spends holiday 
with Rutler 

Though Christina Aguil- old son, who was back in 
era’s people insist L.A. with her soon- 

she’s not with Matt l | to-be ex-husband, 

Rutler, the singer Jordan Bratman. 

did see Rutler’s f s"' ^ “It was really hard 

family in Rhode Is- I ^ ^ ^ for her and she 

land over the * \ ^A ’ < was feeling sad, so 
Thanksgiving holi- f V she decided to go 

day, according to to the East Coast 

People magazine. with Matt and a 

“This is the first group of friends. 

Thanksgiving she was Since his family lives so 
without Max,” a source close, they decided to drop 
says of Aguilera’s 2-year- in for a few hours.” ©metro 


John 
Cho 

[rfDJohn 
TheCho] 

Apparently 
David 

Sedan's now writes only 
about animals. What did 
we do? 



{ i b@mindy 

V I kaling] 

When 

' 9 celebs get 

pestered by paparazzi why 
don’t they just start 
singing “Hey Jude" or 
some incredibly expensive 
song to clear? 

©METRO 


Mindy 

Kaling 


Lovato speaks 
to her fans 

After almost a month in a 
treatment facility to deal 
with unspecified psycho¬ 
logical and emotional is¬ 
sues, Disney star Demi 
Lovato recently broke her 
silence with a video mes¬ 
sage to her fans for 
Thanksgiving. 

“Just wanted to say Hap¬ 
py Thanksgiving. I’m very, 
very thankful for all of you 
and I appreciate all the 
support you guys give me,” 
she says in the incredibly 


GETTY IMAGES 



brief video, which was 
likely filmed at the rehab 
facility where she’s cur¬ 
rently undergoing treat¬ 
ment. ©METRO 
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O It won’t be cheap to attend the royal wedding — airfares for the period are already rising 
but those who plan to go say it will be a once-in-a lifetime event 


Better make those # 

royal wedding 


plans soon 


Pack the top hat and tails, 
wedding bells are set to 
ring next spring for Prince 
William and Kate Middle- 
ton, and monarchists are 
hoping it won't cost a 
princely sum to get to the 
nuptials. 

Daniel Whaley with the 
Monarchist League of 
Canada says he’d like to be 
in London for the wedding 
April 29. 

“In ’81, it was Charles 
and Diana and eveiyone 
can remember usually 
where they were when 
they watched that on TV. 
You kind of want to be a 


"I want to be there because this is sort 
of our generation’s big royal wedding .. 
I just think it’d be a really fun time and 
it would just be a big party.” 


DANIEL WHALEY, THE MONARCHIST LEAGUE 


part of that,” Whaley, 19, 
said in a phone interview 
from Winnipeg. 

“I think it’d be a really 
special event that I’d proba¬ 
bly remember for the rest 
of my life.” 

Now that the date has 
been set, tour operators 
are tiying to figure out 
ways to get people like 
Whaley and other Canadi¬ 


ans to jump the pond to 
London. 

Claude-Jean Harel, 
founder and manager of 
Great Excursions in Regi¬ 
na, said many Canadians 
have an affinity for the 
monarchy and want to cel¬ 
ebrate that aspect of histo- 
ly. He’s trying to put 
together a tour package 
just right for the occasion. 


“We’re just exploring to 
see if there’s enough inter¬ 
est in people who live here 
to go to London and try to 
take part in ... some of the 
pomp, the ceremony, 
some of the opportunities 
and the flavour and the at¬ 
mosphere that will be 
around London during 
that time on April 29,” said 
Harel. 

“Royal weddings are a 
rare occasion. They’re 
something that people pay 
attention to so there will 
be an interest.” 

Access to Westminster 
Abbey — the wedding ven¬ 


ue — will be restricted. But 
Harel says a tour could in¬ 
clude visits to English 
churches that were “dear 
to the monarchy.” 

VisitBritain, the nation¬ 
al tourism agency, has also 
put together a “romance 
trail” so visitors don’t have 
to wait until April to fol¬ 
low in William and Kate’s 
footsteps. The itinerary 
suggests visits to Scotland, 
where William and Kate 
met while studying at St. 
Andrews University in Fife, 
or to Anglesey, North 
Wales, where the couple 

will live. THE CANADIAN PRESS 


A Jewish outreach 
organization is host¬ 
ing a variety of pub¬ 
lic menorah 
lightings for 
Hanukkah in more 
than 70 countries 
around the world, 
including Canada. 

Events, including 
a balloon-menorah 
display in Maple, 
Ont., are being 
sponsored by the 
Chabad-Lubavitch 
organization. 

For details on 
these and other 
events, visit 
chabad.org/Hanukk 
ahEvents. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Giant grouse takes flight at Scot 
tish roundabout as symbol of 
Perthshire 



December 4 

9:30 am to Midnight 

Visit micmacmall.com for a list of participating retailers. 
Participating retailers will pay the equivalent of both taxes on regularly-priced 
merchandise. Some conditions apply. See individual retailers for details. 



ROOTS BCBGM AXAZR IA 
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Canada’s not-so-well kept secret 

O St. John’s, Newfoundland is drawing record numbers of convention goers and tourists, and for good reason 


The chance to blend busi¬ 
ness with a bit of adven¬ 
ture is drawing record 
numbers of convention go¬ 
ers to St. John’s, N.L., 
where even the most but¬ 
toned-down crowd can 
have some fun. 

The seaside city boasts a 
wonderful array of top- 
notch restaurants, a rock¬ 
ing nightlife and has some 
of the friendliest cabbies 
on the planet. 

So it’s perhaps little 
wonder that the capital of 



GLASGOW.. 

....$437 

CHINA. 

...$748 

S. AFRICA. 

. $980 

MANCHESTER.... 

....$437 

INDIA. 

...$771 

MANILA. 

. $1029 

PARIS. 

....$480 

NAIROBI. 

..$840 

ENTEBBE. 

. $1050 

AMSTERDAM. 

....$480 

JAPAN. 

...$848 

DARES ES SALAAM...$1160 

SCANDINAVIA.... 

....$480 

SINGAPORE. 

...$848 

KILIMANJARO. 

. $1160 

ITALY.. 

... $480 

DUBAI. 

...$860 

AUSTRALIA. 

. $1160 

BUDAPEST.. 

... $480 

ACCRA. 

...$930 

LUSAKA. 

. $1290 

GREECE. 

... $630 

ADDIS ABABA... 

...$960 

LILONGWE. 

. $1290 


TAXES EXTRA, SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY 


United^^Travels 1 -soo-893-oi 11 Open Mon - Fri 9-6, Sat 10-3 
www.unitedtravels.cal^^ Scotia Square, Halifax I -902-422-01 I I E-Mail: travel@unitedtravels.ca 



7 TRAVEL CUTS 


Best Airfare Guarantee, or else., 

If you can find a lower price, we’ll match it AND give you 
a $10 Starbucks card to cover your next coffee break. 

To see how it works - check out travelcuts.com. 


Come in or call today. 

Dalhousie University SUB, Lower Level 

N-4499356/4499372 | BC-33127/34799/34798 | QC-7002238 | i 


travelcuts.com 

902.494.2054 


The Rock, population 
100,000, is bucking nation¬ 
al tourism trends. 

Its visitor statistics are 
on the upswing and the 
number of corporations 
choosing to host major 
gatherings has jumped in 
the last five years. 

The Canadian Bar Associ¬ 
ation has held its national 
legal conference in St. 
John’s twice since 1998 
and will be back in 2014. 

“The most well attended 
conferences of the CBA in 
the last 12 years have been 
in St. John’s,” said chief ex¬ 
ecutive officer John 
Hoyles. 

“There was just a very 
special atmosphere ... I 
guess the one word I 
would use is warmth.” 

Hoyles, who has never 
lived there, said many peo¬ 
ple long to visit this 
unique corner of Canada. 

“People have always 
thought they’d love to go 
to St. John’s but they need 
a reason to go. And having 
a convention does that.” 


If you go 

Make sure you check out 
the following: 

For more information, in¬ 
cluding where to stay, visit 
newfoundlandlabrador.co 
m/Default.aspx 
► St. John’s Convention Cen¬ 
tre is an almost 1 , 500 -sq. 
metre hall. It seats 1 , 100 . 
It’s also linked to Mile One 
Centre, a 6 , 000 -seat arena. 
Call 709 - 758-1111 or visit 
sjcc.ca 

An Ipsos-Reid survey of 
association members 
asked them to rank their 
top five conference loca¬ 
tion preferences, he added. 
St. John’s ranked second 
only to Vancouver. It was 
followed by Montreal, Hal¬ 
ifax and Calgary. 

Krista Cameron, director 
of sales and marketing for 
Destination St. John’s, says 
St. John’s isn’t a well-kept 
secret anymore. 


“The demand is higher 
for sure than ever before. 
I’ve been selling in this 
destination since 2004 and 
I’ve seen a great increase 
in demand.” 

That’s documented by 
the number of hotel rooms 
booked per night. That 
number hit 570,190 for all 
of 2009 — an increase of 
just more than two per 
cent from the year before 
and up from 504,099 in 
2006. 

Cameron credits three 
things: the success of the 
province’s award-winning 
tourism advertising cam¬ 
paign, a strong presence at 
travel trade shows and 
sales visits around the 
country, plus a meeting in 
2005 of the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities. 

National Geographic’s 
most recent Traveler edi¬ 
tion just named the Avalon 
Peninsula — the scenic 
southeastern portion of 
Newfoundland — its top- 
rated coastal destination. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Airfares 

i 

All-inclusive Vacations 

i 

Canada & USA 

i 


Cancun 

$199 


St Petersburg, Florida 

from * 1 59 

+ taxes & fees $236 

Punta Cana 

from *2 1 5 

+ taxes & fees $322 

Orlando 

from *229 

+ taxes & fees $240 

Bermuda 

from *258 
+ taxes & fees $144 

Miami 

from *289 

+ taxes & fees $125 

Varadero 

from *315 
+ taxes & fees $219 

Jamaica 

from *365 

+ taxes & fees $274 

New York 

from *389 

+ taxes & fees $121 

Las Vegas 

from *490 

+ taxes & fees $178 

Paris 

from *559 

+ taxes & fees $462 

Rome 

from *599 

+ taxes & fees $428 

Lima 

from *695 

+ taxes & fees $303 


Bangkok 


Dominican Republic 

7 Nights 4-Star 

$485 

+ taxes & fees $322 

INCLUDES accom in Santo Domingo. 


Varadero 7 Nights 4-Star 


from *565 

taxes & fees $219 


Punta Cana 7 Nights 4 -Star from $645 

+ taxes & fees $322 

Riviera Maya 7 Nights 4-Star from $ 695 

+ taxes & fees $277 


from *93 I 

taxes & fees $292 


Jamaica 7 Nights 5-Star 


Vacations 


Dublin St Patrick’s Day 

Air + 5 Nights from *1019 

+ taxes & fees $485 

INCLUDES 4-star accom in Dublin city centre. 


Hong Kong Chinese New Year 
Air + 5 Nights 


from *1299 

+ taxes & fees $326 

INCLUDES 4-star accom on Hong Kong island. 


from * I 099 

+ taxes & fees $410 


Cyprus 

Air + 7 Nights 


Miami Air + 4 Nights 


from * I 429 

+ taxes & fees $430 

INCLUDES 5-star restort accom in Limassol. 



866 485 7093 



Holiday Gift for You! 


St Andrews by-the-Sea 

Valentine’s Weekend, 2 Nights 

$I59 

taxes & fees included 

INCLUDES Fairmont accom in the picturesque 
resort town of St Andrews by-the-Sea. 

Boston St Patrick’s Day 

Air + 3 Nights from *499 

+ taxes & fees $99 

INCLUDES accom in the heart of downtown 
Boston. ADD a 2-day GO Boston Card from $79. 

Mont Tremblant 

Air + 3 Nights from *499 

+ taxes & fees $156 

INCLUDES accom close to Tremblant Ski Resort. 
ADD Tremblant lift pass from $79 per day. 

Las Vegas Air + 3 Nights from *545 

+ taxes & fees $187 

INCLUDES accom on the Strip. UPGRADE to the 
Monte Carlo Resort & Casino from $22 per night. 

New York Valentine’s Weekend 

Air + 2 Nights from *559 

+ taxes & fees $112 

INCLUDES accom in New York City. 

ADD double decker tour from $59. 

from *629 

+ taxes & fees $106 

INCLUDES accom in the heart of South Beach. 

ADD I day Miami sightseeing Hop-on, Hop-off pass 
from $54. 



Win your trip for 

FREE 

When you purchase your travel in the month 
of December with Flight Centre, get an 
entry into a draw to win your trip for free*. 

Earn 

$250 

For every $500 you spend in the month 
of December with Flight Centre receive a 
$25 voucher towards a future booking up to a 
maximum of $250 A . 


Visit us in store. 


availability at advertising deadline, errors and omissions excepted, and subject to change. Taxes & fees include transportation related fees, GSTIHST and fuel supplements and 
Dec 31, 2010. Contest ends Dec 31, 2010. Must be age of majority to enter. Full contest rules available at www.flightcentre.ca/contest. A $2S vouchers can be combined up to a maximum 
airfare and minimum 3 nights accommodation. Vouchers are non-transferable and cannot be redeemed for cash. Valid on new bookings only. Vouchers must be used by June 30, 2011. fV 
criteria are met but Flight Centre does not beat quoted price. Additional important conditions apply. For full terms and conditions visit www.flightcentre.ca/lowestairfareguarantee-flyfree. 


ms 

r . . _—, - wise stated. A - - -- 

approximate and subject to change. *No purchase necessary. Up to a maximum va 

imum value of $250. Vouchers are valid on a cruise, tour or package booking. Cruise _ _ ,_, 

'.fWe will beat any written quoted airfare by $ I and give you a $20 voucher for future travel. “Fly Free” offer applies only wi 


, 'S££P* we! 


double occupancy for total length of stay unless otherwise stated. All-inclusive vacations include air. Prices are for select departure dates and are accurate and subject to 
A — 4 *" -- value of $3000. Valid on new Bookings only. Bookings must be paid in full by 
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8 crazy nights of 
candle-lighting, 
prayers and latkes 

O The Jewish celebration of Hanukkah is earlier than 
usual and it’s throwing some people off 


Rabbi Mark Sobel, the spir¬ 
itual leader of a Reform- 
rooted synagogue in 
Burbank, Calif., enjoys 
“winter” carols of 
Hanukkah and Christmas, 
but this year is different. 

The Jewish faith’s eight 
days of candle-lighting, 
prayers, latkes and dreidel 
fun begins today, before 
carollers get in the swing. 

Hanuklcah’s on the ear¬ 
ly side along with other 
major Jewish observances 
this year. Some Jews are 
looking forward to a little 
distance between 

Hanukkah and the Christ¬ 
mas madness. 

It helps, they said, in 
staving off the perception 
that the Festival of Lights 
is a Christmas wannabe. 

For Sobel, it won’t 
change the way he cele¬ 
brates, save a tinge of re¬ 
morse that non-Jewish 
neighbours and friends 
won’t be in the holiday 
spirit. 

“The feeling of total 
holiday season is not 
there,” said Sobel. 

Jewish holidays are on 
different Gregorian dates 
each year because they’re 


set by a lunar-based He¬ 
brew calendar adjusted to 
ensure certain ones fall 
during certain seasons. 

Wyclcoff, N.J., mom 
Caryn Kasmanoff notes 
that Hanukkah is a very 
minor holiday, religiously 
speaking, in relation to 
other biblically mandated 
observances. It’s not as im¬ 
portant as Christmas is to 
Christians, but the com¬ 
parisons can be harder on 
Jewish kids when the two 
holidays stand alone on 
the calendar. 

“As Christmas gets clos¬ 
er and children in school 
get more excited, their 
‘party’ is over,” Kasmanoff 
said. “So as a parent, it’s 
easier for the religions to 
share the festive feeling.” 

That can also be true 
for interfaith families who 
will be packing away their 
menorahs after Hanukkah 
only to start prepping for 
Christmas. 

“The world doesn’t stop 
for Hanukkah,” said Jen¬ 
nifer Prost, who has kids 
ages 16 and 12 in Mont¬ 
clair, N.J. “When Hanukkah 
is closer to Christmas, the 
kids are off from school 


and work schedules slow.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Sizzling Hanukkah 
veggie corn fritters 


Cookbook author and 
mother of four Susie Fish- 
bein has a secret weapon 
to get kids interested in 
Hannulcah: food. 

Kids love to eat as much 
as they love to socialize, 
says Fishbein, and 
Hanukkah is very much 
about its symbolic foods 
and hospitality. 

She suggests getting 
your teenagers involved in 
choosing and preparing 


traditional foods. 

This might not only get 
them excited about the 
holiday, but also will cre¬ 
ate an opportunity to talk. 

And she speaks from ex¬ 
perience. While develop¬ 
ing recipes for her new 
cookbook, Kosher by De¬ 
sign: Teens and 20-some- 
things, Fishbein relied on 
her own teens and their 
friends to help test the 
recipes she was creating. 


Preparation: 

I ln a 500 -ml (2-cup) 
measuring cup, place 
zucchini. Break broccoli 
and cauliflower into tiny 
florets. 

2 Add enough tiny 

broccoli and cauliflower 
florets to the zucchini to 
make 500 ml (2 cups). 

3 Transfer to a microwave- 
safe bowl. Add enough 
water to cover, then mi¬ 
crowave on high until 
vegetables are soft, 
about four minutes. 
Drain and set aside. 

4 In a medium bowl, 
whisk together egg, 
milk, 15 ml (1 tbsp) 
canola oil and salt. With 
a silicone spatula, stir in 
cornbread mix until a 
smooth batter forms. 

5 Sprinkle flour over 
drained cooked vegeta¬ 
bles. Mix floured 


vegetables into batter, 
using spatula to distrib¬ 
ute them evenly. 

In a large skillet over 
medium, heat 1 cm ( 1/2 
inch) canola oil until a 
tiny amount of batter 
dropped into the pan 
sizzles. If it sizzles too 
vigorously, reduce heat. 

Add batter to oil 50 ml 
( 1/4 cup) at a time. Use 
a metal spatula to gen¬ 
tly flatten each fritter. 
Work in batches of three 
or four fritters at a time. 
Do not crowd the pan. 

Fry, turning once, until 
golden brown, 2 to 3 
minutes per side. When 
flipping fritters, flip 
away from your body to 
prevent splattering 
yourself with hot oil. 

| Drain on paper towels. 

' Serve with warm mari- 
nara sauce. Makes 10 
fritters. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 




MOONLIGHT 
MADNESS 
SALES EVENT 


SHOP UNTIL 11 PM 

DECEMBER 3 rd 


In the book, Fishbein of¬ 
fers fun recipes that serve 
up new choices for teens 
who favour fast food. One 
of those recipes is for veg¬ 
gie corn fritters. 


Ingredients: 

• 1 small zucchini, with skin, 
cut into 5-mm (1/4-inch) 
chunks 

• 250 ml (1 cup) broccoli flo¬ 
rets 

• 250 ml (1 cup) cauliflower 
florets 

• 1 large egg 

• 250 ml (1 cup) milk or 
plain unsweetened soy milk 

• 15 ml (1 tbsp) canola oil 

• 2 ml (1/2 tsp) fine sea salt 

• 500 ml (2 cups) dry 
cornbread mix 

• 30 ml (2 tbsp) all-purpose 
flour 

•Canola oil, for frying 

• Jarred marinara sauce, 
warmed, for dipping 


For November 30 th 

\ Fefe Dobson -Stuttering 

I Rihanna ft Drake - 
j What’s My Name 

* Eminem ft Lil Wayne 
- No Love 

iDown With Webster- 
(Whoa Is Me 

| Bruno Mars-Grenade 

I Marianas Trench ft Jess 
[Lee-Good To You 
Far East Movement- 
(Like A G6 

* Ke$ha - We R Who 
pWe R 

Katy Perry - Firework 


SAVE UP TO 50% AT PARTICIPATING RETAILERS AND ENTER TO WIN* GREAT 
PRIZES! ONE WINNER WILL BE DRAWN EVERY HOUR FROM 6:30PM TO 10:30PM. 

*NO PURCHASE NECESSARY MUST BE PRESENT TO COUECT PRIZE. 


WWW.BEDFORDPLACEMALL.COM 
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Brain drain to bull’s-eye 


O We have all experienced moments where pitching an idea to a co-worker was like watching balloons pop 
O Experts say it’s not your proposal, but your method of delivery that will make the difference 



DREWHINSHAW 

I WORK@METRONEWS.CA 


Pitched poorly, even a 
bright idea can vanish into 
dull stares, like light gravi¬ 
tating into a black hole. 

If you feel all of your 
suggestions plummet into 
silent oblivion like timber 
crashing in an empty for¬ 
est, then career counselors 
recommend you ought to 
brush up on your story¬ 
telling. 

Because, they say, the art 


to hustling a routine rec¬ 
ommendation — to make 
your two cents ring like 
five — is to pack a plot in¬ 
to your propositions. 

“It’s like selling deter¬ 
gent,” executive coach 
Jane Cranston says. “Don’t 
tell them, ‘oh, this will 
clean your laundry.’ 

You tell them it will 
make their old clothes 
shine brighter, feel softer, 
bring the colors out.” 

Pushing a proposal with 
the pizzazz of a wandering 
bard requires a gift of gab 


you may never learn in an 
MBA program, she says. 

But it’s a technique any 
rube can master. 

Start by fathoming what 
motivates your audience. 

Ask yourself, “What’s in 
it for them?” Cranston of¬ 
fers. 

“Present your ideas in a 
way that will either save 
the company money, 
make it money, buy it 
time, save it time, or earn 
it prestige,” she advises. 

“If it doesn’t do any of 
those things, they’re prob¬ 


ably not going to listen.” 

Don’t be shy to spread 
credit if it boosts your 
chances, suggests career 
coach Lynn Berger. 

If your company prefers 
propositions that emanate 
from more highly-titled or 
highly-favored pundits 
than yourself, you can al¬ 
ways hitch your idea to the 
chassis of another’s. 

“Try piggy-backing on 
someone else’s idea,” she 
says. 

“When someone raises a 
point, say, ‘ooh, that’s in¬ 


teresting,’ and work your 
idea into theirs.” 

Failing that, come into 
the brainstorm session 
with a bucket of good 
ideas. 

“Rather than being rigid 
on one idea, bring up a 
couple of options,” Berger 
recommends. “That way, 
you’re not feeling like you 
have to have the perfect 
answer.” 

However you sell your 
suggestion, “start with the 
positive,” Cranston stress¬ 
es. 


Qualifiers like “I’m not 
sure if you’re going to like 
this, but” will never help 
you, she explains. 

Keep Positive. 

“The wrong way to pres¬ 
ent an idea is any form of 
aggression,” Cranston 
warns. 

If all your tips hit a cool 
reception, you’d best stage 
an equally cool reaction. 

“Occasionally, you have 
to let it slide,” Berger 
notes. “You can’t get 
worked up every time your 
ideas aren’t heard.” 


Scotiabank named 1 tfgp 

Contact Centre of the Year, 
and One of the Best Places to 
Work in Canada 2010. Join our team 
as a Customer Service Officer! 




Qualifications 

►Ability to multi-task 

► Strong team focus 

► Proficiency in phone, 
communication & computer skills 


Choose Scotiabank 

* Contract part time 27.5 h/wk 

* Competitive wages @ $14.60/h 

* Opportunity to work from home 




% 


&> 
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I Scotiabank 


Apply online: scotiabank.com/excellence 


)m/excellence 
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BLUNDER RESIGNATION AND PAYTHE PRICE 


■w’ a ■yhen Parmjit 
\ A / Gill left the 
\f %/ Concord, Ont., 

V V offices of A&D 
Precision Ltd. after a con¬ 
frontational meeting with 
his boss, he did not think 
it was because he had just 
resigned, but rather, he as¬ 
sumed he had been fired. 

The court decided other¬ 
wise. 

Gill often complained 
about his job as a machin¬ 
ist, disagreeing with criti¬ 
cism about his work and 


griping about his pay. 
Weeks before his depar¬ 
ture, Gill even mentioned 
to a manager that he might 
not be around much 
longer, although he was 
not always taken seriously 
because of his past com¬ 
plaints. 

When a problem with 
Gill’s work on a critical 
project arose, he was 
quickly confronted by the 
president, Tony 

Derbedrosian, and ques¬ 
tioned about how he was 


doing his job. 

When Gill suggested to 
Derbedrosian that he did 
not like his work, the latter 
responded by stating, “No, 
I do not like it when there 
are mistakes.” 

Believing he had just 
been fired, Gill left his ma¬ 
chine and went home, nev¬ 
er to return. 

At a recent trial, Gill at¬ 
tempted to prove that he 
had indeed been fired, in 
which case he would be 
entitled to severance. 

However, in deciding 
the case in A&D’s favour, 
the judge noted that a su¬ 
pervisor who overheard 
Gill’s confrontation 
encouraged him to recon¬ 
sider leaving but Gill 
refused. 

Later, when Gill called 
the company to arrange to 
pick up his tools, he did 


not express any interest in 
returning to the job 
because, according to the 
judge, “he had no interest 
in returning.” 

Canadian courts consis¬ 
tently reject assertions 
that employees have 
resigned unless it is clear 
that this was their true in¬ 
tention. Here, having left 
the workplace after an ar¬ 


gument, Gill had an obliga¬ 
tion to return to work or to 
contact the company to in¬ 
dicate his desire to return. 

Otherwise, it was clear 
he had no intention of re¬ 
turning. 

To avoid a similar 
outcome, here are some 
simple guidelines: Immedi¬ 
ately protest a characteri¬ 
zation that there has been 


a resignation, if it wasn’t 
the intended result. 

If the situation is 
unclear, request that your 
options be outlined in 
writing and seek 
specialized advice before 
taking any action. 

Resist leaving the work¬ 
place, as difficult as that 
may be, unless there is no 
other reasonable option. 




Alone for the holidays? 


O Instead of feeling sorry for yourself, consider these tips to get you through © You might have more fun than you think 


As you wave goodbye to 
roommates and their 
stuffed duffel bags, you 
can’t help but feel a twinge 
of sadness as you realize 
you’ll be all alone over the 
holidays, unable to get the 
time off work, or afford the 
flight home. 

Consider these tips to 
get through the holidays: 

Start a new project. If you 
ever wanted to learn to 
bake, knit, dance, draw, 
scrapbook, wrap a present 
properly, or fix a computer, 
borrow books from the li- 
braiy or use the Internet. 

There are numerous 
how-to videos available on¬ 
line. Impress your friends 
and family by developing a 
new skill or showing off a 
finished product in the 
new year. 


ISTOCK PHOTO 



Throw a party. Visit the 
campus pub and befriend 
students who also weren’t 
able to make it back home. 
Host a cultural potluclc, 
having everyone bring a 
dish that represents their 
culture. You can decorate 
your dorm with streamers 
and a mini holiday tree. 
Misery loves company, and 
you may find comfort in 
having others to talk to. 

Share with others. Act on 
the needs of your commu¬ 
nity and your world. Volun¬ 
teer at your local soup 
kitchen or food bank to 
help those in your neigh¬ 
bourhood who don’t have 
anywhere else to go. Also 
remember to think inter¬ 
nationally and help chil¬ 
dren in need around the 
world through an organiza¬ 
tion like Christian 


Children’s 
Fund of 
Canada. 

You can 

purchase 
valuable, 
but inex¬ 
pensive 
gifts like a 
mosquito 
net to 

protect 
against 
malaria, 
or a fruit 
tree to 
provide 
nour¬ 
ish¬ 
ment 
for an 
entire 
fami¬ 
ly- 

NEWS 
CANADA 


a list of everything you are thankful for. ■ 

_ 1 _ 


THE BEST THING TO HAPPEN TO BLACKBERRY SINCE BBN. 

FREE from the Blackberry App World. 


J AwWofld 
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Sports news 


O’Neil Gordon 

The former Brandon 
Bobcats all-Canadian 
guard was cut by the 
Halifax Rainmen yes¬ 
terday. Gordon's de¬ 
parture leaves the 
Rainmen with 16 
players at training 
camp. Four have 
contracts. 



Gerrad Grant 

The 20-year-old Hali¬ 
fax Mooseheads for¬ 
ward will be a 
game-day decision 
when the 
Mooseheads visit 
the Shawinigan 
Cataractes tonight at 
8 p.m. Luca Ciampini 
and Gabriel 
Desjardins, both out 
with suspected con¬ 
cussions. 


New big man is 
centre of attention 


O Not expected to dominate, but 
Rainmen hope Awere can contribute 



MATTHEW 

WUEST 

@METR0NEWS.CA 


The rotating door to the 
Halifax Rainmen’s centre 
position took another spin 
on Monday and Cyril 
Awere walked through. 

The Rainmen, who have 
been unsuccessful in their 
bid to land an impact cen¬ 
tre over the past three sea¬ 
sons, welcomed the 
muscle-bound seven-footer 
from Nigeria to training 
camp in their continued ef¬ 
fort to assemble a champi¬ 
onship-calibre starting five. 

“If he can run and chew 
bubble gum, he’s gonna 
help us,” said Rainmen 
owner Andre Levingston. 

That wasn’t the case 
with the previous seven- 
footers who suited up for 
the Rainmen: Shagari Al- 
leyne, James Tyler and Ty- 
ronne McNeil saw just 191 
minutes of floor time, com- 


“I’m not gonna lie 
to you, his muscles 
come through his 
coat — his winter 
coat” 

RAINMEN OWNER ANDRE 
LEVINGSTON ON CYRIL AWERE 

bined. 

But Levingston received 
a recommendation on 
Awere from former Ver¬ 
mont Frost Heaves head 
coach Will Voigt, who now 
coaches the Bakersfield 
Jam of the NBA D-League. 

“He’s shown a great 
touch for his size ... Re¬ 
bounding, blocking shots, 
but it’s more about the po¬ 
tential you’ve got to be ex¬ 
cited about,” Voigt said. “I 
don’t think I’d expect him 
to be dominating in his 
first (Premier Basketball 
League) game, but if they 
give him time, he could 
turn out to be a pretty 
good player.” 



From starter to spark plug? 


The face of the Halifax 
Rainmen will likely find 
himself coming off the 
bench this season. 

Eric Croolcshanlc, a six- 
foot-eight power forward 
who averaged 14.5 points 
and 13.0 rebounds per 
game in 2010, has agreed 
to take on a sixth-man role 
after starting 18 of 19 
games last season. 

Although owner Andre 
Levingston trumpeted 


Croolcshanlc as Premier 
Basketball League MVP last 
March, he said yesterday he 
wants a player with more 
scoring punch in Croolc- 
shanlc’s starting spot. 

“For the success of our 
team, we need Crook to 
play a different role,” Lev¬ 
ingston said. “Crook can 
give us a lot of energy off 
the bench because he’s not 
a great scorer. He can 
change the tempo of the 


game off the bench with 
his legs alone and if he can 
relish in that position, then 
he really helps us.” 

Croolcshanlc is the only 
member of the Rainmen 
who has been around since 
the franchise’s opening day 
on Nov. 15, 2007. He has 
made 62 appearances with 
the club. 

Levingston said the 31- 
year-old from Oakland, 
Calif., took some time to 


think about whether he 
wanted to move on to an¬ 
other team but ultimately 
didn’t want to leave Hali¬ 
fax. 

“He said, ‘I accept that 
role and I will do anything 
you need from me to make 
the team better,”’ Lev¬ 
ingston said. “He wants to 
be here in the city, he loves 
it here, his family’s here, 
and he should retire a Rain- 
man. ” o MATTHEW WUEST 






■ Prices «re subject to change without prior notice. Proes vary based on prescription strength. Applicable to surgery on both 
eyes only, t Subyein to Depart!ns Cam Services ctedt approval. Patents musl reserve their procedure before January 15.2011 
and complete ther surgery by February 25. 2011 in order to be ehgtjie Applicable to Advanced Custom Wavefront treatment on 
both eyes only Cannot be ccmbned ’with any other offer 


LASIK MD surgeons have performed over 500 000 procedures 


$ 490 

/eye* 


All-Laser LASIK Available 


years 


Celebrating 


LASER VISION CORRECTION 

Starting at 


Dr. Melanie Roy Dr. Chris Jackman 
MD, FRCSC MD, FRCSC 


20 th Anniversary Financing 


0 

s o| 

Q% 

j DOWN 

i PAYMENTS | 

| INTEREST 


LASIK NOW, PAY IN 2012F 


FREE Consultation: 1-866-999-0435 
www.lasikmd.com 

HALIFAX: 1801 Hollis Street, Suite 400 
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Changing of the 
guard in the NHL? 


O Six clubs that missed playoffs are 
on track to erase the disappointment 


Several teams that were on 
the outside looking in dur¬ 
ing last season’s NHL play¬ 
offs have made early strides 
to avoid the same disap¬ 
pointment this spring. 

If the playoffs had start¬ 
ed yesterday, Tampa Bay, 
Atlanta and the New York 
Rangers would be among 
the Eastern Conference 
participants while Dallas, 
Columbus and St. Louis 
would have qualified in the 
West. 

The margin for error is 
as narrow as it’s ever been. 
Three-point games have 
bunched teams together in 
the standings, but they’ve 
also made it tough for those 
chasing a playoff spot to 
pass teams in front of 
them. 

“That’s why it was so key 
for us to get a quick start 
this year,” said Lightning 
forward Steven Stamkos. 
“In previous years, we were 
behind the 8-ball. It’s so 
tough. You look at the Leafs 
the past couple years, you 
look at Carolina last year — 
tough starts and then you 
really pour it on at the end 
and sometimes it’s not 
enough. 

“It’s a really tough hole 


55 

Every team has rough¬ 
ly 55 to 60 games 
remaining in the regu¬ 
lar season, so players 
are less fixated on the 
standings now than 
they’ll be in a month 
or two. 


Canadian content 


P None of the NHL's 

resurgent teams play in a 
Canadian city. Calgary 
and Edmonton sat at the 
bottom of the Western 
Conference prior to yester¬ 
day's play while the Maple 
Leafs were 13 th in the East. 
Even Ottawa, a playoff 
team last spring, was out 
of the post-season picture. 

to climb out of.” 

But hope shouldn’t be 
lost in eveiy city that has 
seen its team get off to a 
mediocre start. Detroit was 
one of four squads a year 
ago that was on the outside 
of the playoff picture on 
Nov. 30 and still managed 
to qualify in the spring — 
and the Red Wings did it 
with room to spare. 

San Jose and Los Angeles 
are prime candidates to fol¬ 
low a similar path this sea¬ 
son after recently dipping 
out of the top eight in the 
Western Conference, 
where the top-11 teams 
were separated by just six 
points heading into yester¬ 
day’s games. 

The biggest surprises in 
the early going are Dallas 
and Columbus, which were 
ranked No. 2 and No. 4 re¬ 
spectively in the West yes¬ 
terday morning. Both have 
received solid goaltending 
— with Kari Lehtonen res¬ 
urrecting his career in Dal¬ 
las and the tandem of 
Mathieu Garon and Steve 
Mason carrying the load for 
the Bluejackets. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 



► Simon Gagne of the Tampa Bay Lightning, left, celebrates with teammate Brett Clark 
after scoring the game-winning goal in overtime against the Toronto Maple Leafs last 
night. After missing the playoff last year, the Lightning hold the No. 5 spot in the Eastern 
Conference this year. 


Sports in brief 


Rockies hand 
giant deal 
to Tulowitzki 

MLB. Troy Tulowitzki 
and the Rockies agreed 
yesterday to a new con¬ 
tract that pays an addi¬ 
tional $132 million US 
over seven seasons 
through 2020, a deal 
that means Colorado 
has guaranteed the all- 
star shortstop $157.75 
million in the next 
decade. 

Tulowitzki already 
had been guaranteed 
$25.75 million through 
2013 under the $31-mil- 
lion, six-year contract 
he agreed to in January 
2008. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Big Ben 
on the limp 

NFL. Steelers 
quarterback Ben Roeth- 
lisberger is wearing a 
protective boot on his 
sprained right foot, but 
is expected to play Sun¬ 
day when Pittsburgh 
and Baltimore face off 
for first place in the 
AFC North. 

Roethlisberger re-in¬ 
jured the foot during a 
19-16 overtime victory 
in Buffalo last Sunday. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Hossa out for 
2-3 weeks 

NHL. Chicago 
Blaclchawlcs forward 
Marian Hossa will likely 
miss two to three weeks 
because of a lower-body 
injury, leaving the 
defending Stanley Cup 
champions without one 
of their top scorers. 

Hossa was injured in 
a collision with team¬ 
mate Nick Boynton dur¬ 
ing Monday’s practice. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



<Xvce. p^nv^nAise 
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PUNTA CANA 

$ 859 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

Be Live Grand Bavaro Cameleon Select 

★★★★V2 

All Inclusive - 7 nights 
Sun, Mar 20, 27 
Add taxes & fees $326 


CONTACT YOUR TRAVEL AGENT 


RIVIERA MAYA 

$ 899 

MEXICO 
Allegro Playacar 
★★★★ 

All Inclusive - 7 nights 
Thu, Mar 10,17, 24 
Add taxes & fees $277 


rtraveU* trip central.c a 




MONTEGO BAY 

$999 

JAMAICA 

Holiday Inn Sunspree Resort 
Montego Bay ★★★★ 

All Inclusive - 7 nights 
Sun, Mar 20, 27 
Add taxes & fees $274 


NOUTOURS.COM 


* 


NOLITOURS 

lUs IvvcluAeA. 


Flights from Halifax via Air Transat or Canjet. Prices shown are per person, based on double occupancy in lead room category. Taxes & fees extra and noted above. Space and price subject to availability 
at time of booking and subject to change without notice. For complete details refer to the Nolitours 2010-2011 Sun brochure. Nolitours is a division of Transat Tours Canada Inc., and is registered as a 
travel wholesaler in Ontario (Reg # 50009488) with offices at 191 The West Mall, Suite 800, Etobicoke, ON M9C 5K8. 
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By comparison 


Mitsubishi 

i-MiEV 

Base price: $25,000 
Electric sub-compact 
ideally suited for in¬ 
ner-city use arrives 
in late 2011. 



WHEELBASE MEDIA 



Scan code for more 
car reviews and news 


O After years of hype the Volt is finally here, but will there be an electrical storm? 



► The inner workings of the Volt catapult the four-door sedan into another world of engineering. This would be fine for a one-off show car, 
but the fact the tooling exists to mass-produce this car — to the tune of 45,ooo in the first year — is simply mind-boggling. 


Chevy leads 

the electric 


revolution 



► The Volt’s information screen shows a mix of battery 
life and fuel left in the tank for the generator engine. 




MALCOLM GUNN 

DRIVE@METRONEWS.CA 
WHEELBASE MEDIA 

An automobile revolution 
is upon us and the Chevro¬ 
let Volt is literally leading 
the charge. 

The Volt is one of the 
most tallced-about and ea¬ 
gerly anticipated automo¬ 
biles of all time since it will 
be the first truly practical 
electrical vehicle available 
for public consumption. 

The production Volt is a 
far cry from the flashier 
2007 concept version that 
toured the auto-show cir¬ 
cuit. What has emerged is a 
fairly conservative com¬ 
pact-sized four-door with a 
steeply raked windshield, 
Malibu-inspired nose and a 
squared-off rear deck. The 
designers claim that the car 
looks the way it does so as 
to slice the air as cleanly as 
possible, aided by a set of 
low-rolling-resistance tires. 

The Volt concept is sim¬ 
ple. The onboard batteries 


power the electric motor 
for about 65 kilometres of 
combined city/highway 
driving, after which a 1.4- 
litre four-cylinder gasoline 
generator engine kicks in 
to charge the lithium-ion 
battery pack. 

Total range is about 480 
kilometres before either 
refueling the generator en¬ 
gine with premium-grade 
pump gas or recharging 
the 180-lcilogram T-shaped 
battery pack that extends 
along the car’s spine. 

The generator itself is 
rated at 60 kilowatts, or the 
equivalent of 80 horsepow¬ 
er, while the electric motor 


produces 111 kilowatts 
(150 horsepower) and 273 
pound-feet of torque. 

Since the Volt is electri¬ 
cally powered, there’s no 
transmission per se, but it 
uses a single-speed con¬ 
troller to engage the drive 
wheels. However, the oper¬ 
ator can select Normal, 
Sport or Mountain mode, 
with the latter providing 
power on steep grades. 

Commuters who want 
to simply charge up the 
Volt each night for the 
next day’s drive need no 
special gear; they can plug 
right into a standard 120- 
volt electrical outlet. 


But where a typical gas 
fill-up might take 10 min¬ 
utes, charging takes 10 
hours. That time can be 
cut to three to four hours 
when using the optional 
240-volt charging station. 

Although Volt sales 
won’t likely begin in Cana¬ 
da until sometime in mid- 
2011, GM is planning to 
find homes for as many as 
45,000 units in North 
America in the car’s first 
year on the market. 

There’s also no official 
word on what the car will 
sell for in Canada, but 
since a base price of 
$41,000 has been an¬ 
nounced in the U.S., a best 
guess would be some¬ 
where in the $48,000 to 
$50,000 range. 

That’s pretty pricey for 
most buyers, but some of 
that cost will be offset 
through significant fuel 
savings, not to mention 
the value attached to pilot¬ 
ing the most electrifying 
vehicle on the road. 


The Volt 


What you should know 
about the 2011 Volt: 



► Type: Four-door, front- 
wheel-drive compact 
hatchback sedan 

► Engines (hp): 111 -kilowatt 
electric drive ( 150 ) 

► Transmissions: Single¬ 
speed controller 

► Market Position: The Volt 
is the first electric vehicle 

! to be supported by a 

| range-extending four- 
cylinder internal-combus¬ 
tion engine; it eliminates 
most of the negatives as¬ 
sociated with electric cars 

► Points: Compared to a tra¬ 
ditional hybrid where the 
electric motor helps the 
gas engine, the job of the 
Volt's gas engine is to 
charge the batteries when 
they run low; extreme cold 
weather adversely affects 
battery performance; 240 - 
volt charging station not 
included in price; eight- 
year/ 160 , 000 -kilo met re 
battery warranty is 
comforting 

► Stats: MPG (city/hwy) 1.0 
l/ioo km (estimated); Base 
price (incl. dest.) $49,000 
(estimated, excluding gov¬ 
ernment rebates) 
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PURCHASE FOR 



AT THIS PRICE, WHAT ELSE IS THERE TO SAY? 






2010 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN 
CANADA VALUE PACKAGE 

CANADA’S BEST SELLING MINIVAN 
FOR MORE THAN 26 YEARS 

INCLUDES $6,750 CONSUMER CASH*. 

2010 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT shown. 9 


PLUS GET 

O' 


PURCHASE 

FINANCING 

for 36 months 


CUSTOMER 

CHOICE FINANCING 

$ 134 1 4 . 99 ' 

BI-WEEKLY I FOR 60 MONTHS 
AND *0 DOWN 

WITH THE OPTION TO RETURN 
AFTER 60 MONTHS 



STEP UP FOR ONLY 

$ 13 more b| - weekly 

with Customer Choice Financing 

(Includes $500* First Free Payment Offer) 

^ 2010 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN 

^ SE STOW *N GO 

1 / • Second Row fold-in-floor captain’s seats 

• Third Row Stow 'n Go with tailgate seats 

WE’LL MAKE YOUR FIRST 
PAYMENT UP TO $ 500 * 





Jeep 


DECK THE DRIVEWAY HOLIDAY EVENT 


Dodge.ca/Offers 





























+ ^*** + Visit The Hjdrostone Area... 
%?*** for Unique Chopping & Dining 



Proud Supporter 


Jerk Chicken | Curry Chicken Roti | Ting | Ginger Beer 


' WITH THIS COUPON 

Everything for the Discerning Knitter • 431 9633 


Every 1st Wednesday Cancer Society receieves 25% Of Revenue 2-9pm 


www. chrysalissp: 


£ m ia.com 

Chrysalis Spa & Skin Care Centre 

Skin Ih crapy Facials Massage Therapy 

Microdermabrasion Body Treatments 

Photo Rejuvenation Make Up Artistry 

1PL I lair Removal Waxing & Threading 

Dermal Rolling Pedicures & Manicures 

Electrolysis Skin Tag &Vascular Removal 


Fine Crafts of Atlantic Canada 


A true tapestry 
of hand crafted / 
local treasures 

that create unique gifts, everyday 
pleasure and support community. 


Gift Certificates Available! 


Visit Our Spa Boutique For Some 
Great Holiday Gift Ideas and A 
Santa Surprises Packages! 


Ilydrostone Market 
5521 Young St 
446-3929 


Located in The Hydrostone Market 
5527Young St.,Tel:(902)4S3-3063 


Hydrostone 
C^Market 


circa 

1918 


olive oils & balsamic 


Rejoice bottle 


favourite on site 


Becaus© nothing beats fresh 


Taste us at the Hydrostone Market 
5525 Young &. Halifax 4068809 


* Complete eye exams in a comfortable, contemporary setting. 

Appointments available Monday to Saturday. 

We also offer a wide range of unique eyewear and quality sunglasses. 

453-6100. New Patients Welcome. 

Now Open at 5550 Kaye Street (Hydrostone Shopping District) 
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OH WHAT FUN IT IS TO GIFT 



12 GREAT GIFT S OVER 12 DIFFERENT DAYJ. 
DECEMBER l' 7 TO THE 12 th . 


Come in everyday to get a Featured gift at a /pecial value. Vi/it 
/tarbuckr next to the Hydro/tone Market, 5554 Kaye Jt. (902) 455-6101. 


Follow the 12 Dag/ at www./tarbuck/.com//hare, or text "12DAY/* to 29943 
for daily update/ on your mobile*. 



i 


* 


0 2010 Coffee Conpviy. M ngtni njwivwJ 'Menage a-n data ram mw/ avv>f 
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Crossword 


Across 

1 Radar signal 
5 Type measures 
8 Trudge along 

12 Top-notch 

13 Square root of XUX 

14 Michigan, e.g. 

15 Bartender’s 
announcement 

17 Largest of the seven 

18 Preamble 

19 Young cat 
21 Payable 

24 Piglet’s mama 

25 Jack’s companion 
28 Actress Moore 
30 In need of repair 

33 Coach Parseghian 

34 Shoe fasteners 

35 Roulette bet 

36 Existed 

37 Muscat’s country 

38 Tosses in 

39 Seesaw quorum 
414-Down, e.g. 

43 Storefront feature 
46 George Eliot’s Mr. 
Marner 
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50 Line of fashion? 

ment 

27 Smith or Jones 

51 Desperate final ef¬ 

5 Actress — Longoria 

29 Carte 

fort 

Parker 

31 Started 

54 Office part-timer 

6 Wire measure 

32 Dentist’s deg. 

55 Type 

7 Lustrous fabric 

34 Symbol of craziness 

56 Walk in the woods 

8 Aristotle’s teacher 

38 Dismount 

57 Praiseful verses 

9 Most fashionable ex¬ 

40 Cowardly sorts 

58 Chesapeake, e.g. 

ample 

42 "Guinness Book” 

59 Folk-music byline 

10 Tom Joad, e.g. 

suffix 

abbr. 

11 Jerry’s longtime 

43 Regarding 


partner 

44 Garden intruder 

Down 

16 Intimidate 

45 Smooth-talking 

1Ha’i" 

20 Wife of Osiris 

47 Den 

2 Give for a time 

22 Cheese choice 

48 silly question, 

3 Research facility (Ab¬ 

23 Starbucks request 


br.) 

25 Mandible 

49 raced 

4 Rolls-Royce require- 

26 George’s brother 

52 Chicken- _ 


Today’s horoscope 



T Aries March 21-April 20 YOU 

may have to do business with 
someone you don’t like today. 
Be nice because your prosper¬ 
ity depends on how well you 
can work together. Think of 
your bank account balance. 

V Taurus April 21 -May Let 

others know what you think, 
even if it means provoking a 
backlash from people who 
would rather you did not point 
out their faults. Make it your 
business to stir things up. 

n Gemini May22-June21 

People are dragging their feet 
and holding you back. It's 
about time you did something 
about it. If they want to take 
their time, that's fine. But as 
far as you are concerned, they 
can do so on their own. 
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How to play 

Fill in the grid, so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 
1-9. There is no math 
involved. You solve the 
puzzle with reasoning and 
logic. 


Yesterday s answer ► 
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Show some love! Send a 
note to somebody special 
at kissffi) metronews.ca 

Hi melly, I just wanted to 
send you a big kiss and tell 
you I miss you. But just a lit¬ 
tle bit. XOXO YOUR LIL M&M! 

Tom, you are my greatest 
gift, my love and my life. I 
am happy because of you. 

FOREVER AND COMPLETELY RUTH 

Dear Mike: I know this is a 
little late, but happy 5 year 
anniversary! I love you and 
am so excited to spend the 
Christmas holiday with you 
LOVE NOW, ALWAYS AND FOREV¬ 
ER, ASHLEY 

Calabacito: You know how 
much I love you hon. And 
now the world knows it too. 
I Love You Babe your 

COCONUT 

Princess, I never realized 
what true love felt like till 
the day I met you. You're 
my soulmate, best friend, 
and hopefully one day 
soon, my life partner. You 
make my heart race every- 
time I see you. bb xoxox 


Today 


7°/5° 

Variable 


Thursday 

7V 6° 

Variable 


&) Whether Download WeatherEye 
y Network lo your smartphone. 


©The Weather Network 201 ( 


For today's crossword answers and for 
expanded horoscopes, go to metronews.ca 


NORBERT MILLAUER/ TI 


Caption contest 


G Cancer June 22 -July 22 A 

partnership issue has come to 
a head and you must deal with 
it quickly and cleanly. There is 
no point ignoring it and hop¬ 
ing that it will go away be¬ 
cause it won't. Be decisive. 

£ Leo July 23-Aug.23 Don't 
worry too much if you have 
fallen behind in your schedule 
because you will catch up to¬ 
wards the end of the week. For 
now, take life as it comes and 
work only when you feel to. 

TIP Virgo Aug. 24 - sept. 22 Make 
a fuss today. Let others know 
that you will not put up with 
second rate service. As a Virgo, 
you always give of your best 
and you have every right to 
demand that others do their 
best when dealing with you. 


— Libra Sept. 23-Oct. 23 There 
are a lot of bad things going 
on in the world but it is still a 
fantastic place. Keep that in 
mind today. Don't let negative 
people spoil your mood. The 
world needs more smiles. 

1T| Scorpio Oct. 24-Nov. 22 You 

may not know why a so-called 
“expert" is lying to you, but 
your sixth sense tells you he or 
she is. When was the last time 
your sixth sense was wrong? 
Follow your instincts. 

7 P Sagittarius 

Nov. 23-Dec. 21 You can, at times, 
be impulsive. It's one of the 
things you are good at. But if 
you take an unnecessary risk 
today, it could end in tears. If 
an offer sounds too good to be 
true that means it is. 


V? Capricorn Dec. 22-jan. 20 

Today, you will see what has 
been hidden from view these 
past few weeks. Don't act on 
this new information immedi¬ 
ately — that's what your rivals 
will be expecting. 

^ Aquarius jan. 21-Feb. is if 

you let your anxieties get out 
of hand today, it won't do you 
good. The events of your life 
are part of a preordained de¬ 
sign that unfolds over time, so 
trust that you'll always be safe. 

H PlSCGS Feb. 19-March 20 A 

friend needs your advice but 
you are not sure you want to 
get involved. Call it as you see 
it but suggest, gently, that he 
or she might also want to get 
some sort of professional help. 

© SALLY BROMPTON 



Write a funny 
caption for the image to 
the right and send it to 
play^D metronews.ca — 
the winning caption will be 
published in tomorrow's 
Metro. 


find us fc follow us 
f friend us 

We're all over your city in more 
ways than one. Metro brings you 
breaking news and great reviews. 


CORRECTION NOTICE 

In the Feature titled: 

The Hydrostone for the Holidays', 
published on November 24th, 
Barbara Roberts of Bogside Gallery 
was incorrectly identified. 

Metro apologizes for this error. 


FLIGHT CENTRE 


Dominican Republic 

7 Nights 4-Star All-inclusive 

J485 

+ taxes & fees $322 

INCLUDES accom in Santo Domingo. 


866 967 5402 | flightcentre.ca 


re subject to availability at advertising deadline and are for select departure dates. Prices are accurate at time of 
publication, errors and omissions excepted, but are subject to change. Taxes & fees include transportation related 
fees, GST/HST and fuel supplements and are approximate and subject to change. 





























































































































































Responsible 

Tiguan. Responsibly wild. 

Well-equipped from $27,875* 




*SZ.8'Z.3$ woj± p 0 ddmb 0 -|| 0 /v\ 
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© PI!M 

Hillcrest Volkswagen 3154 Robie Street Halifax NS B3K 4P9 sales@HillcrestVW.com 453-2790 


Please don't try this at home. We used the magic of computers to create this image. No irresponsible driving was involved. 

©2011 Volkswagen Canada. European model shown with features and options that may not be available at the time of purchase.‘Base MSRPofa new 2011 Tiguan 2.0 TSI Trendline base model with 6-speed manual transmission is $27,875; excludes up to $1,580 freight and PDI, license, insurance, registration, any dealer or other 
charges, options, and other applicable taxes. Dealer may sell for less. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. See vw.ca or your Volkswagen dealer for details. "Volkswagen", the Volkswagen logo and "Tiguan" are registered trademarks of Volkswagen AG. "Das Auto & Design" is a trademark of Volkswagen AG. 




